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CHAPTER 34
STREET CHILDREN IN INDIA
Dr. Rita Diwan

Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Govind Sarang Govt. Law College Bhatapara, Chhattisgarh

ABSTRACT

Street children are the small children who live and survive on streets. They are the ones \

were abandoned or were abducted or they flee from their homes. They take the fil

responsibility of caring for themselves including working and protecting themselves There | ’
about 18 million street children in India. Earlier when the research on the term “str

children” just began this term included every child who worked on the street. Their man
vulnerabilities require specific legislation and attention from the government and aﬂlﬁ'
organizations to impress the most vulnerable group of children in India according 0
UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible. As the most vulnerable grou
children in India according to UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible

Keyword — Street, Children, Problem

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Street children are the small children who live and survive on streets. They are the one§

who were abandoned or were abducted or they flee from their homes. They take the i
responsibility of caring for themselves including working and protecting themselves There are
about 18 million street children in India. Earlier when the research on the term “‘street children™
just began this term included every child who worked on the street. Mark W. Lusk, a researche__
of street children developed four categories of street children: -

e Children who work on street but return to their home at night.

e Children who work on streets but whose family ties are fading.

e Children who live and work on road with their families.

208




e Children who work and live on their own on streets. i
Out of the 50,000 people in India that are officially reported of leaving home annually |

almost 45% are below 16. Various studies about street children in different cities of India. It has

been found that in late 1980s for their instance there were about 100,00 street children in Kolkata ‘
and Mumbai. The overall estimate of street children in India ranges from 400,000-800,000. The

age of most of the street children are over 6 and majority over 8. The mean age of street children ‘

i

by the National Institute of Urban Affairs study in 1989 was found 13 years. Another study in ‘
1989 by UNICEF was found to be 72 percent of street children were of age 6-12 and 13 percent ]

were under 6 years of age.

2.0 PROBLEM FACED BY STREET CHILDREN

i P "

|
Working conditions of the street children are very poor s they often have to work in the '
informal sector, which is unregulated by the government. In Mumbai 50,000 children are ’

|

|
illegally employed by 11,750 hotels, restaurants, canteens, etc. Most of the street children work | A
8-10 hours each day in their economic activities. The street children are often exploited by the [ s
employers due to their lack of protection from the family and the law. ‘

The education of street children is very poor. A study in Mumbai about street children in
1989 was found that 54.5 percent of children have never been enrolled in school and 66 percent
of children were illiterate. In study of 2004 about street children conducted in Mumbai revealed
that 60 percent of the children had never attended school and approximately two third of them
are illiterate. 30 percent had been to elementary school, 10 percent of children had been to
middle or high school. The study of 2004 also said that many of the children who ran away from
their home because they didn’t want to work hard or didn’t wanted to study.

Street children also face additional vulnerability because of their lack of the access of the
nutritious food, proper sanitation and medical care. Many street children in India depend on the
leftovers from the small restaurants or hotels or garbage bins. In the study of 1990 of street
children in Mumbai, 62.5 percent of children obtained food from hotels. Lack of sanitation in
bathing, toilets, and water also contributes to their poor health. It was found in a study that 29.6
percent of children reported bathing in the sea and 11.5 percent reported bathing in pipes wells

and canals. These children have to put their naked bodies before during and after the bathing.

Due to which they lack of modesty. It is also demonstrated the fact that 26.4 percent children use




roadside or railway track as their toilet this happens due to lack of restroom. Around 69.1 percell
children ask restaurants or hotels for water and 15.6 use pipes or water taps.
They also lack of medical facilities especially in time of injury and illness. Other studies fbu_
that many illnesses are very prevalent among street children. Study conducted in 2002 in Kolkaf
that six in every 554 street children from age 4 to 14 were founded HIV positive. In Bangg
Basti, 98% of street children have dental crisis. During winter due to the lack of winter clothi
they make them more vulnerable due to illness. '
Street children in India are exposed to abuse and extortion. In 2007 the rate of child abusi
increased to nearly 8000. An Indian Government study in 2007 stated that 2 out of every®
children are physically abused in India and almost 50% of nearly 12,000 are sexually abused
Studies are stated that 7,200 children, including infants are raped every year in India a '_1_r
government also refuses comment on these serial abuses. They are tortured due to lack adult 1
protect them and they don’t have any social status they are physically threatened and intimidate .-,_ ]
by adults. The street children are also abused by the Indian Police. Police arrest street childrer i
under the Vagrancy act, having no formal way to appeal their arrest. Under a governme_
sponsored programme caked “Operation Beggar” street children in Mumbai were rounded u

and given into what was essentially indebted servitude.
3.0 LAWS MADE FOR STREET CHILDREN

e The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
The Juvenile Justice Act 2015 received presidential assent on December 31, 2015,
repealed and replaced a 2000 act by the name. In September 2016, the government issued the
Juvenile Justice Model rules, 2016, to set out some procedures for implementing the act. The law!
deals with two categories of children:
e Those who are in conflict with the law (CICL)
e Those who are in need care and protection (CNCP)
e Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR), 2005
The National Commission for protection of child rights (NCPCR) was set up in march’
2007 under the commissions for protection of child rights (CPCR) act, 2005. The NCPCR is:
under the Ministry of Women and Child Development ensures that all Programmes, and'!;.

Administrative Mechanics are in consonance with the Child Rights enshrined in the Constitution

of India.




e Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCS0), 2012
The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) 2012, and the rules

framed under the act establish to protect children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and
pornography and provide for the establishment of special courts for the trail of such offences.
Suggestion

Proper education is the most important factor which can change the life of a street
children free government schools can provide them a two-course nutritious meal a day through
which they will get a proper nutrition. Government can also provide scholarship to those street
children who are excellent at studies and might do something good for themselves and for the
country. They should also be provided with shelter where they can live and proper sanitation and
bathing facilities should be provided to them with the facilities of clean drinking water accessible
to them through taps. Adopting street children will give them a future which they deserve.
Conclusion

Their many vulnerabilities require specific legislation and attention from the government
and other organizations to impress the most vulnerable group of children in India according to
UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible. As the most vulnerable group of

children in India according to UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible.
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CHAPTER 6

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL ISSUES PLAGUING INDIA

Dr. Rita Diwan
Assistant Professor Sacfda’ogy
Department of Sociology
Govind Sarang Gove I.aw College
Bhatapara, Chhattisgarh

Thus, society and environment are intricately interconnected with each other. For sustainable
development, two major goals enumerated are environmental conservation and creation of a
Just society. A country in order to achieye sustainable development needs to strive for both the
goals concurrently. In reality, it is not an easy task. Every country has lot of issues Plaguing
its progress. Each country suffers from its own Plethora of problems based on social
conditions, demography and 8eographical locations. Indiq too has been Jacing its own share
of problems. Some problems qre existing from ancient times, while others haye occurred after
globalization and industrialization, Some of the major issues Plaguing India is Population,
Gendered Violence, Mliiteracy, Poveryy, Sanitation, Unenquloymenr and such. Environmental
issues are also posing a grave threat fo our fragile ecosystem like pollution, Joss of
biodiversity. Country has‘ been facing many kinds of social issyes as well as critical
environmental issues. Botly bpe of problems need to pe addressed in different approaches, F, or
issues such as gendered violence, caste discrimination, corruption etc needs g change in the
mindset of the Ppeople and society apart from government laws. Problems [ike poverty
eradication, unemployment, illiteracy need a long term government Planning and immaculate
management system, Environmental problems need porh government as well as social

initiative.

Keywords — Social, Issues, En vironment, Sustainable, Development
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education system redundant. Many rural children leave school early in primary stage.

Students have innate fear of Mathematics, science and English subject. The situation of
English subject related teaching learning is pathetic. Higher education quality is far from

satisfactory. Students are being churned out with theoretical knowledge.
iii. The Problem of Basic Sanitation

Sanitation is another persistent problem in India. There are about 700 million people
who have no access to toilets at home. Slum areas do not have toilets. People are thus forced
to defecate in the open, which causes numerous diseases like diarrhea, cholera, dehydration
etc. Many rural schools also have no toilets, because of which parents do not send their kid‘s,
especially girls, to school. To tackle this social problem, our honourable Prime Minister has
started ‘Swatcha Bharat Abhiyaan.” The aim is to build 12 million toilets in first 5 years
across the country. Sanitation, solid waste management, and drainage continue to pose

challenges in India.
iv.  Lack of Proper Healthcare System

It is highly unfortunate that even after so many years, India lag’s behind in healthcare
facility. People' do not have access to better healthcare facilities. In further categorization,
women have less access to medical facilities. Among total population, rural population have
least access to healthcare system. It is estimated about 50% of all villagers have no access to
healthcare providers; Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) is 34 per 1000 live births; lack of nutrition
caused stunning growth in 50% of all the babies, and 36% people in India have no access to

toilets.
v. Poverty

Even after so many years of independence, poverty exists in the country. A dismal
number of people live below poverty line. Though the BPL population declined from 37% in
2004-2005 to 22% in 2011-12 (Planning Commission Report 2011). In 2011-12, 22% of the
population (one in five Indians) lived in extreme poverty (Planning Commission Report
2011). This figure is expected to decline to 5% by 2022, as per World Poverty Clock

estimate. It is estimated that about 80% of the poor reside in rural areas. The BIMARU states

45




and other states like Orissa, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand consists of highest number of BPL
population. Among the poor population, if further categorized, SC and ST make 43% of the poor
(World Bank Report 2016). Unfortunately, despite several government measures, poverty cannot

be alleviated from the country. =
vi.  Gendered Violence

Indian women have been rampantly suffering violence by males. This violence cam be in
any types and forms. Domestic violence by husband, father or brother. Lynching or mutilating by
in -laws or husband. There are cases of dowry deaths, female infanticide, discrimination in the
society for being women. Rapes, sexual assault, sexual harassment by the known or unknown
person to the victim. This gendered violence occurs because women lack autonomy, doesn’t
have financial independence or because they are uneducated and illiterate. Gendered violence
also occurs because women do not get support from their parental family, society or law

agencies.
vii.  Rise of Unemployment

Unemployment is yet another social issue plaguing our country. Recently, As per the
2018 data, the rate of unemployment has increased to 3.53% from 3.52% in 2017 (Gol Report
2018). It us not a good indicator that unemployment is increasing in the country. If people
especially youths are unable to find job opportunities, it may lead to social maladies in the
society. Social evils like theft, robbery, murder, looting etc will increase. Unemployment occurs
due to lack of adequate education and skills. It also seems that education system of the country
is inadequate to cope with global competency. Unemployment also occurs due to poverty and

lack of will.
viii. = Agricultural Related Problem

Agriculture sector is the back bone of our country. s per the India economic survey 2018,
the estimated data states that the percentage of agricultural workers in the total workforce is
likely to drop up to 25.7% by 2050 from 58.2% in 2001. Despite being major sector, the growth
of agriculture has not been phenomenal as other sectors. Agriculture sector suffers from various
drawbacks such as lack of mechanization, high dependence on monsoon system, seasonal labor,

unpaid labour, unstructured wage system, apathy from the government.
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ix.  Growing Pollution

rupees like Namami Gange has literally failed because of weak management and strict

implementation, Recently, pollution levels in cities like Mumbai, Chennai, Delhj js shooting up.

Metro city like Delhi has become like a 8as chamber and has one of the highest level of

problem of parali burning by farmers is increasing pollution levels

the country. in word 25 biodiversity hotspots have been identified (Myers et al., 2000) and our of

these two are in Indian subcontinent the Eastern Hj malaya region and western Ghats are among

the world’ s most threatened “hotspots.” India’s ecological footprint is lower than 1.6 global

hectares per person but unfortunately high population of India creates an ecological deficit.

ernational U

nion of the convention of Nature (2012),
there are 18 species of amphibians, 14 fish

es and 10 mammals. There are also 15 bird species in

this category .310 species were listed as endangered ones—69 fishes, 38 mammals  ang 32

amphibians, (Report by IUCN, 2012).
3.0 CONCLUSION

‘__ people and society apart from government laws. Problems ljke poverty eradication,

- unemployment, illiteracy need a long term government planning and immaculate management

- System. Environmental problems need both government

as well as social initiative. However,
47




W/

Fal
i© thing common between both the type of problems is strict implementation of law made by

the government and secondly, willingness and initiative by the people themselves to eradicate

these problems.
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ABSTRACT

T e

Ddlits have been most neglected and downtrodden people of Indian society. This

exploitation is not a new phenomena but an ancient practice of abusing Dalits in the name

of ‘Varna System’ which later evolved into ‘Caste System’ in Indian Society. Dalits have

been shunned and degraded in our society for so long that at one time, they considered this

degradation and abuse as their fate. Status of Dalit women is pathetic. They stand in the

lowest rung of the society. She is denied basic rights and fucilities. She is abused,

brutalized, terrorized Jor being a Dalit Woman. A Dalit Woman fuces triple jeopardy of

caste discrimination, economic deprivation and gender discrimination. She is triply

oppressed and suppressed. A Dalit woman’s existence seems to be Jatal on account of
Surther debilitated p y being utterly poor. The population

of Dalit women in India as per the 2011, National Census is 9,79 crore which is 48.59% to

being a Dalit und a woman being

the total Dalit population in India. As per the 2011 National census, the total female

population in India is 58.7 crore of which 16.68% is Dalit woman's population. Despite

being a significant population, Dalit women are plagued by illiteracy, poverty,

malnutrition and violence, Education'which is the panacea of socio economic problems is

pathetic among Dalit women, Literacy rates are lower than the general Sfemale population

in the country. Government has envisaged many constitutional safeguards for Dalit

women. Government has even made changes in certain laws to incorporate Dalit women
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rights. However, the problem lies in its strict implementation and changing the mindset of
the people.

Keywords: Dalit, Women, Empowerment, Government, Society

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Dalits have been most neglected and downtrodden people of Indian society. This
exploitation is not a new phenomena but an ancient practice of abusing Dalits in the name of
“Varna System’ which later evolved into ‘Caste System’ in Indian Society. Dalits have been
shunned and degraded in our society for so long that at one time, they considered this
degradation and abuse as their fate. The word Dalit is derived from the Sanskrit root verb
dal, which means to crack or split. Thus, the word “Dalit” refer to the people who have been
broken, ground down by those above them. It also means people who are outside the four
Vama Ashrama system. “ Dalit is not a caste, but a realization and is related to the
experiences , joys and sorrows and struggles of those in the lowest stratum of society”
(Dangle 1992, p 264). Caste System has been the chief cause of Dalit woes in the country. It
18 becguse of the dysﬁmctional Caste System that Dalits have been terrorized for years right
from their birth. Chakravarti (2003) explains the detrimental effect of caste on Dalits * Caste
is a system of graded inequality. Castes are arranged according to an assenting scale of
reverence and a dissenting scale of contempt”. Chakravarti (2003) further explains “The
caste system comprises a series of hereditary groups or jatis characterized by-' hierarchy or
graduations according to ritual status. The basis of inequality underlying the caste system in

India is the application of evaluative — value-based - standards in placing particular castes as

_ high or low. These standards are rooted in the Dharmashastras, the religio-legal texts of the

“Hindus... The notion of ‘pure high’ and the ‘impure low’ was expressed ideologically in

ritual terms, that is, which castes could or could not perform sacrifices and worship and other
sacred functions. But since work itself was classified as pure and impure the two were
required to be kept separate. This accounts for the elaborate rules that govern contact to
ensure the separation between the high and the low castes because they were regarded as
defiling”.
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1.1 Status of Dalit Women in India

Status of Dalit women is pathetic. They stand in the lowest rung of the society. She is
denied basic rights and facilities. She is abused, brutalized, terrorized for being a Dalit

Woman. A Dalit Woman faces triple jeopardy of caste discrimination, economic deprivation
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and gender discrimination. She is triply oppressed and suppressed. Dalit Women Poet Rani

(1998) poignantly sums up the position of Dalit women in Indian society, “If there is any soul in
this country who is subjected to all kinds of oppression and exploitation, it is the Dalit women.
On one side she is oppressed by the caste system, on the other side she is subjugated to gender
oppression and class exploitation. She is a Dalit among Dalits” (Rani 1998, p 21). A Dalit
woman’s existence seems to be fatal on account of being a Dalit and a woman being further
debilitated by being utterly poor. The population of Dalit women in India as per the 2011,
National Census is 9.79 crore which is 48.59% to the total Dalit population in India. As per the
2011 National census, the total female population in India is 58.7 crore of which 16.68% is
Dalit woman's population. Despite being a significant population, Dalit women are plagued by
illiteracy, poverty, malnutrition and violence. Education which is the panacea of socio economic
problems is pathetic among Dalit women. Literacy rates are lower than the general female
population in the country. Since Dalit women remain illiterate, they are unable to find dignified

jobs and occupation and thus, remain poor. This has become a vicious circle of poverty.

Table 1: Literacy rate of SC/ST women from 1961 to 2011

Year General Female Sc Female ST Female
1961 12.95 3.29 3.16
1971 18.70 6.44 4.85
1981 24 .82 ] 10.93 8.04
1991 32.17 23.76 14.05
2001 45.15 41.90 28.36
2011 64.60 56.50 49.04

Source: The educational Statistics at a Glance, Government of India, Ministry of Human
Resource Development Bureau of Planning, Monitoring & Statistics, New Delhi, 2014.

Further, if we analyze literacy rates of Dalit women in rural and urban categories, we see
that illiteracy prevails more in rural areas. Urban Dalit women are better off in education and

literacy. However, there is substantial difference in literacy rates among Dalit and Non Dalit

Women population.
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Table 2: Literacy rate of Dalit and Non-Dalit Women Literacy Rate (%)

Dalit Women Non-Dalit Women

Year Total Literacy Rural Urban Total Rural | Urban

of Dalit Literacy of

Women Dalit Women
1971 6.44 5.06 16.99 18.70 13.08 42.05
1981 10.93 8.45 23.34 29.85 17.96 47.82
1991 23.76 19.45 42.29 39.16 30.62 64.05
2001 41.90 73.84 57.49 53.70 46.58 72.99
2011 56.50 . 52.60 68.60 65.46 58.75 79.92

Source: The Educational Statistics at a Glance, Government of India, Ministry of Human
Resource Development Bureau of Planning, Monitoring & Statistics, New Delhi, 2014

Dalit women are suffering from grave poverty. As explained earlier they are caught in
a vicious circle of poverty due to lack of education and social debilitating factors. They often
remain jobless or work as unorganized laborers. They work in farms as labors, sweepers,
household servants, maids etc. They are also forced in beggary and prostitution. Altogether,
their economic situation is greatly incapacitating as their social condition. According to
Census Report 2001, 50% of the Dalit workforces were landless agricultural laborers,
compared to 26 percent of the Non-Dalit workforce. Census report 2011 points out that out
of 13.29 million Dalit women main workers, 8.83 million were reported as agricultural
laborers and 2.33 million as cultivators. 3.93 million Dalit women were also reported as
marginal workers. According to The National Sample Survey (NSS, 2014) data on
employment for 200 indicates that more than 60% of the Dalit workers lived in the rural
areas and they were deﬁendent on the wage employment. The Current Daily Status (CDS)
employment rate for Dalit female workers in urban areas was 14.0 percent, as compared to
458 percent for other households. Thé.Disparities between Dalit women and Non-Dalit
women are reflected in t]l1e unemployment rate also. The unemployment rate based on
Current Daily Status (CDS) for Dalit women was about 2.10 percent; as compared to 1.40

per cent for other Non-Dalit women workers in rural and urban areas.
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Though Indian Government has envisaged reservation policy for Dalits but it is not
sufficient. Private sector remains untouched. There is lack of awareness regarding education
among Dalit women making them remain jobless and poor. Apart from malicious socio
economic conditions, the policies of the government and its implementation are full of flaws.

Thus, making these policies and schemes ineffective. =
2.0 CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS FOR DALIT WOMEN

Government has envisaged many constitutional safeguards for Dalit women.
Government has even made changes in certain laws to incorporate Dalit women rights.
However, the problem lies in its strict implementation and changing the mindset of the
people. The constitution of India guarantees sto all women equality (Article 14), no
discrimination by the state (Article 15(1)), equality of opportunity (Article 16) and equal pay
for equal work (Article 39(d)). The rights provided by the constitution of India towards the
women must be safeguarded and protected. So, that the women can enjoy the fruits of the
rights imparted to them for their empowerment.

There are also other laws safeguarding Dalit women’s interests. Some of them are:-
i.  Equal Remuneration Act of 1976

Equal Remuneration Act of 1976 provides for equal pay to men and women for equal
work.

ii.  Hindu Marriage Act of 1955

Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 amended in 1976 provides the right for girls to repudiate
a child marriage before attaining maturity whether the marriage has been consummated or
not.

iii. .- The Marriage (Amendment) Act, 2001

The Marriage (Amendment) Act, 2001 amended the Hindu Marriage Act, Special
Marriage Aét, Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act, the Code of Criminal Procedure providing
for speedy disposal of applications for maintenance; the ceiling limit for claiming
maintenance has been deleted and a wide discretion has been given to the Magistrate to

award appropriate maintenance.
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iv.  The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act of 1956

The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act of 1956 as amended and renamed in 1986
makes the sexual exploitation of male or female, a cognizable offence. It is being amended to

decriminalize the prostitutes and make the laws more stringent against traffickers.
v. Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961

An amendment brought in 1984 to the Dowry Prohibition Act of 1961 made
women’s subjection to cruelty a cognizable offence. The second amendment brought in 1986
makes the husband or in-laws punishable, if a woman commits suicide within 7 years of her
marriage and it has been proved that she has been subjected to cruelty. Also a new criminal

offence of ‘Dowry Death’ has been incorporated in the Indian Penal Code.
vi.  Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1976

Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1976 raises the age for marriage of a girl to 18 years

from 15 years and that of a boy to 21 years and makes offences under this Act cognizable.
vii. Medical Termination Pregnancy Act of 1971

Medical Termination Pregnancy Act of 1971 legalizes abortion by qualified
professional on humanitarian or medical grounds. The maximum punishment may go up to
life imprisonment. he Act has further been amended specifying the place and persons
authorized to perform abortion and provide for penal actions against the unauthorized

persons performing abortions.

viii. Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act of 1986 and the
Commission of Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987

Indecent Representation of Women (Prohibition) Act of 1986 and the Commission of
Sati (Prevention) Act, 1987 has been enacted to protect the dignity of women and prevent
violence against them as well as their exploitation.

ix. The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005

The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 provides for more

effective protection of the rights of women guaranteed under the Constitution who are
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3.0 LEGAL PROVISIONS

There are algo legal provisions for
Provisions are as follows:-

The Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955

Kashmir, and responsibility for jts

implementation rests with S
Territory Administrations,

tate Govemmerlts and Union

. -

Dalit women, Some of ‘these important legal




Amendment Rules, 2016 have been notified in the Gazette of India Extraordinary on 14th
April, 2016.

iv.  The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation
Act, 2013

Elimination of insanitary latrines and manual scavenging as well rehabilitation of
manual scavengers in alternative occupation has been areas of high priority of the
Government. To achieve the above objectives, legislative and programmatic interventions
have been undertaken from time to time. In order to liberate the manual scavengers from
their traditional occupation and to provide rehabilitation to them a National Scheme for
Liberation and Rehabilitation of Scavengers (NYSLRS) was launched in 1992, The first
legislative initiative to eradicate manual scavenging was taken with the enactment of
“Employment of Manu;il Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines (Prohibition) Act,
1993” under which construction and maintenance of dry latrines and employment of persons

to clean them was prohibited.
4.0 SUGGESTIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

i.  First of all, it is highly important that Dalit women should be made aware of their
rights and privileges.
ii.  Strict implementation of Dalit women protection laws
ii.  Quick action by legal authorities regarding violation of such laws
iv.  Strengthening NGO system for empowering Dalit women.
v.  More incentives to accentuate Dalit women literacy programmes .
vi.  Strict implementation of Dalit reservations in government jobs and opting for backlog
appointments in vacant positions.
vil.  Special education schemes for Dalit girl child.
viii.  Social focus by the government on pertinent problems like Caste violence and
Domestic violence.

ix.  Instant help in form of monetary aid, legal aid, basic rehabilitation of Dalit women

who are victims of violence and abuse.




I —————

x. Rehabilitation of Dalit women forced in social evils like beggary and forced

prostitution.

xi.  Encouraging Dalit women in political participation.

5.0 CONCLUSION

India is changing so is Indian society. Archaic and discriminatory caste system
prevalent in Indian society has lost its relevance. Dalit women are important part of society
and societal structure. It is not only the duty of government but also the duty of society to
help Dalits lead a dignified life. Character of a person is not determined by his or her birth
but by actions. Dalit women do not deserve what they have gone through for centuries old

atrocities. Dalit women empowerment is the need of the hour.
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ke them gender : CHAPTER 11

WOMEN EMPOWERMENT IN INDIA: A PRESENT SCENARIO

Dr. Rita Diwan
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology

Govind Sarang Govt. Law College Bhatapara, Chhattisgarh
d 2016. Author

imen Empowerment has been a hot raging topic of debate in almost every conclave,
Minar, webinar, conferences etc. Government finds this topic as pivotal in its policy making.
| country in world has been able to progress if they keep out women behind. European

intries and USA have been way ahead of India to grant equal status and rights to women in

i : . . " .
ir countries. However, in India status of women has been fluctuating with each advent of

. For example, in Vedic era women were in better off position than men. In Mughal era,
iy were oppressed. Women Empowerment is not a cake walk. It is a difficult process. It
olves various aspects such as law, society, personal attitude. Government laws are not
U gh. Society and people personally have to understand that women empowerment is
{table. It cannot be avoided. A society where women are neglected and suppressed can

er progress. Thus, women empowerment is a multi dimensional process and all the aspects
uld be taken care of.

words: Women Empowerment, India, Present Scenario

INTRODUCTION

Women Empowerment has been a hot raging topic of debate in almost every conclave,
flinar, webinar, conferences etc. Government finds this topic as pivotal in its policy making.
country in world has been able to progress if they keep out women behind. European
Ntries and USA have been way ahead of India to grant equal status and rights to women in
[ countries. However, in India status of women has been fluctuating with each advent of era.
ample, in Vedic era women were in better off position than men. In Mughal era, they were

itessed. This oppression still continues in the patriarchal society of India. Whether it is Hindu
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or Muslim, higher caste or lower caste, women oppression is universal. Taking cognizal

this fact, Government of India has envisaged new policies and laws to empower women.

2.0

ENVISAGING WOMEN EMPOWERMENT

Equal rights for men and women are enshrined under Articles 14 to 16 in the |

constitution, which came into effect on 26 January 1950. (1)

Discrimination based on gender is strictly prohibited. Indian women received uni)
suffrage during India’s independence in 1947, long befiore several Western coul
granted women the right to vote. India was the second country in modern history -"
a female leader, Indira Gandhi, in 1966 after another South Asian state, Sri L

elected Sirimavo Bandaranaike in 1960.

Our Government has understood the importance of women labour and work force. If

taken a concerted effort to ratify key international conventions to end discrimini
against women. It is a founding member of the International Labour Organisation
and has ratified 47 conventions and one protocol (2).

It signed the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination a.’
Women (CEDAW) (3) in the year 1980 and ratified it in 1993 with some reservatiof
has yet to ratify the Optional Protocol of the CEDAW and National Action
Women, Peace and Security. Within the country, the Dowry Prohibition Act, 196.
the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 have been enac

criminalise instances of dowry and domestic violence.

i The government also increased maternity leave from 12 weeks to 26 weeks unde

Maternity Beneﬂ Act in 2017 for the private sector (3).
The Women’s Reservation Bill gives 33 per cent reservation for women seats in all le
of Indian politics. This is an attempt to increase female political participation. The

was first introduced on 12 September 1996 by the Deve Gowda government.
SOME ACHIEVEMENTS

Women in India are emerging in all sectors, including politics, business, medicine, spi

and agriculture. History was made when two female scientists from the Indian Sp

Research Organisation led the country’s second lunar mission Chandrayaan-2 fro 1




e of inception to completion in 2019. Female leadership for a huge space mission challenged
the Meta narrative that rocket science is a profession reserved for men (4).

Another milestone was reached when the Supreme Court upended the government’s
position on women serving as army commanders in 2020. Women were first inducted
dia into the armed forces in 1992 and have served in a multitude of positions, including
fighter pilots, doctors, nurses, engineers, signallers, etc. While the issue of women

ersi . . . . . .
ol serving in combat roles continues to be a contentious one worldwide, these are instances

1 where Indian women have overcome the glass ceiling in the armed forces.

,hiw' India’s story on women empowerment is not complete without focusing on grassroots
initiatives adopted by the government and civil society organisations. The federal and
state governments have launched new schemes, policies and programme to empower both
t alsg " urban and rural women. The Narendra Modi government has launched flagship schemes
~ to promote gender equality, including Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (Save the Daughter,
(.03 . Educate the Daughter), Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (a scheme to provide gas
| ~ connections to women from below the poverty line households) and Mahila-E-Haat (5)-
gaing : ' The Bachao Beti Padhao Yojana scheme was launched in January 2015 to address the
ons. I§ issue of a gender skewed ratio and generate greater welfare for the girl child. The focus is
an of ~ centred mostly on Northern India, including Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Delhi, Punjab and
o1 Uttarakhand where the gender ratio is wider. The Mahila-E-Haat project, an online
ted 1 - marketing campaign, was launched in 2016. It uses technology to support female
_entrepreneurs, self-help groups and non-government organisations (NGOs). Each scheme
has its own unique objective, ranging from welfare of the girl child and community
.~ engagement to supporting aspiring female entrepreﬁeurs.
| levey " There is also the United Nations (UN) India Business Forum which has partnered with
he big the National Institution for Transforming India (NITI Aayog) to set up the UN-India

NITI Aayog Investor Consortium for Women Entrepreneurs to strengthen female

_entrepreneurship and create an ecosystem for investments (6).

L0 ISSUES PERSISTING IN THE COUNTRY

Lack of adequate education

Lack of desired skills




iv. Unemployment

v Violence against women

vi Inefficient government machinery

vii Lack of stringent laws

viii Government apathy

ix Presence of unawareness among women

X Poor physical and mental health of women.
xi Gender discrimination

xii Patriarchal society

xiii Lack of willingness among women to change
3.0 CONCLUSION

Women Empowerment is not a cake walk. It is a difficult process. It involves var
aspects such as law, society, and personal attitude. Government laws are not enough. Societ
people personally have to understand that women empowerment is inevitable. It cannot
avoided. A society where women are neglected and suppressed can never progress. Thus, wor

empowerment is a multi dimensional process and all the aspects should be taken care of.
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STREET CHILDREN IN INDIA

been found that i

Dr. Rita Diwan
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ABSTRACT

Il children who live and survive on streets. They are the ones who

Street children are the sma
cted or they flee from their homes. They take the full

were abandoned or were abdu
responsibility of caring for themselves including working and protecting th emselves There are

about 18 million street children in India. Earlier when the research on the term “strael

children” just began this term included every child who worked on the street. Their many

vulnerabilities require specific legislation and attention from the government and other

ations to impress the most vulnerable group of children in India according 10

organiz

UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible. As the most yulnerable group of

children in India according to UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible

Keyword — Street, Children, Problem
T
1.0 INTRODUCTION

Street children are the small children who live and survive on streets. They are the ones

who were abandoned or were abducted or they flee from their homes. They take the full

responsibility of caring for themselves including working and protecting themselves There areé

about 18 million street children in India. Earlier when the research on the term “street children”

just began this term included every child who worked on the street. Mark W. Lusk, a researcher
of street children developed four categories of street children: -
e Children who work on street but return to their home at night.
e Children who work on streets but whose family ties are fading.

e Children who live and work on road with their families.
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e Children who work and live on their own on streets.

Out of the 50,000 people in India that are officially reported of leaving home annually

almost 45% are below 16. Various studies about street children in different cities of India. It has
been found that in late 1980s for their instance there were about 100,00 street children in Kolkata
and Mumbai. The overall estimate of street children in India ranges from 400,000-800,000. The
ge of most of the street children are over 6 and majority over 8. The mean age of street children

by the National Institute of Urban Affairs study in 1989 was found 13 years. Another study in

1989 by UNICEF was found to be 72 percent of street children were of age 6-12 and 13 percent

'were under 6 years of age.

2.0 PROBLEM FACED BY STREET CHILDREN

Working conditions of the street children are very poor s they often have to work in the

informal sector, which is unregulated by the government. In Mumbai 50,000 children are

illegally employed by 11,750 hotels, restaurants, canteens, etc. Most of the street children work

8-10 hours each day in their economic activities. The street children are often exploited by the
employers due to their lack of protection from the family and the law.

The education of street children is very poor. A study in Mumbai about street children in
_I1939 was found that 54.5 percent of children have never been enrolled in school and 66 percent

of children were illiterate. In study of 2004 about street children conducted in Mumbai revealed

that 60 percent of the children had never attended school and approximately two third of them

are illiterate. 30 percent had been to elementary school, 10 percent of children had been to

middle or high school. The study of 2004 also said that many of the children who ran away from
their home because they didn’t want to work hard or didn’t wanted to study.

Street children also face additional vulnerability because of their lack of the access of the
nutritious food, proper sanitation and medical care. Many street children in India depend on the
eftovers from the small restaurants or hotels or garbage bins. In the study of 1990 of street
children in Mumbai, 62 5 percent of children obtained food from hotels. Lack of sanitation in
bathing, toilets, and water also contributes to their poor health. It was found in a study that 29.6
percent of children reported bathing in the sea and 11.5 percent reported bathing in pipes wells
and canals. These children have to put their naked bodies before during and after the bathing.

Due to which they lack of modesty. It is also demonstrated the fact that 26.4 percent children use
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roadside or railway track as their toilet this happens due to lack of restroom. Around 69.1 percenl
children ask restaurants or hotels for water and 15.6 use pipes or water taps.

They also lack of medical facilities especially in time of injury and illness. Other studies found
that many illnesses are very prevalent among street children. Study conducted in 2002 in Kolkath
that six in every 554 street children from age 4 to 14 were founded HIV positive. In Bangor
Basti, 98% of street children have dental crisis. During winter due to the lack of winter clothing
they make them more vulnerable due to illness. "

Street children in India are exposed to abuse and extortion. In 2007 the rate of child abuge
increased to nearly 8000. An Indian Government study in 2007 stated that 2 out of every 3
children are physically abused in India and almost 50% of nearly 12,000 are sexually abused,
Studies are stated that 7,200 children, including infants are raped every year in India and
government also refuses comment on these serial abuses.' They are tortured due to lack adult to
protect them and they don’t have any social status they are physically threatened and intimidated
by adults. The street children are also abused by the Indian Police. Police arrest street children
under the Vagrancy act, having no formal way to appeal their arrest. Under a government
sponsored programme caked “Operation Beggar” street children in Mumbai were rounded up

and given into what was essentially indebted servitude.
3.0 LAWS MADE FOR STREET CHILDREN

e The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act, 2015
The Juvenile Justice Act 2015 received presidential assent on December 31, 2015,
repealed and replaced a 2000 act by the name. In September 2016, the government issued the
Juvenile Justice Model rules, 2016, to set out some procedures for implementing the act. The law'
deals with two categories of children:
e Those who are in conflict with the law (CICL)
e Those who are in need care and protection (CNCP)
e Commissions for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR), 2005
The National Commission for protection of child rights (NCPCR) was set up in march
2007 under the commissions for protection of child rights (CPCR) act, 2005. The NCPCR is
under the Ministry of Women and Child Development ensures that all Programmes, and

Administrative Mechanics are in consonance with the Child Rights enshrined in the Constitution

of India.
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e Protection of Children from Sexual
Offences Act (POCSO), 2012

The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO) 2012, and the rules

framed under the act establish to protect children from sexual assault, sexual harassment, and

pornography and provide for the establishment of special courts for the trail of such offences.

Suggestion

Proper education is the most important factor which can change the life of a street

children free government schools can provide them a two-course nutritious meal a day through

 which they will get a proper nutrition. Government can also provide scholarship to those street

children who are excellent at studies and might do something good for themselves and for the
country. They should also be provided with shelter where they can live and proper sanitation and

bathing facilities should be provided to them with the facilities of clean drinking water accessible

. to them through taps. Adopting street children will give them a future which they deserve.

Conclusion

Their many vulnerabilities require specific legislation and attention from the government’

and other organizations to impress the most vulnerable group of children in India according to

UNICEF, they need to be understood as much as possible. As the most vulnerable group of

children in India according to UNICEEF, they need to be understood as much as possible.
REFERENCES

“Study on Child Abuse: India 2007”

 “Police Abuse and Killing of Street Children in India”

Prof. Vishnumurthy, “Law and Social Security in India” 2015

Mohan Kumar Sharma “Street Children in Nepal: Causes and Health Status™

i i




: £
o SSH¥d ALISWHAINN ysTBug Iy EEEm s VIANI NI TIONNOD @ T
S B AOTXO woassessy sspiams wn DTG S50/ HSILIEE @@ /4
: u
SMdJD ‘[eduld | V173 Juepisaid [euoneN V113 ‘Aie1efoes [euopeN
(JeypeliH Bwaid 1q) (weAysueys 'v's 1Q) (oBue| -

-

o g AP — A

Lwﬂ.)cﬂw._ PORBPIN PO DYPIWHLE | PR “webBsmeyn ndseyg ‘0049S PHOM JUi0d JaaJe) 18 pjay ‘ sesuodsay

Ma ‘SPUBLLBQ MaN :SI8UIBaT UBDIXaN, JO 8LUBYY 8L} UO |13 JO 30UBIJUOY [BNULY 6 3 [BUONBUIBIU| £ 8U) U] isSimeresniunnes

Surzrrefio—jeo—iegtiet—e—9em

d.a.uv Ea.Tvy._M quw\w:au ?uww}qw»pl FAAD) 10

7WaaT g g ‘SHI10/ 1914 ey Kyniso oy 1 sy

8102 Ainr .1 ® aunr ,0€ ‘.62

sasuodsay MaN ‘spuewag MaN :siaulea uagxan

A VLT3 J0 2ou24a440D .
e T [CNUUY o2 [PUCHPUIIUL g1 IDLTA



